Structure description
A single-crystal of the isomeric mixture of the title compound ( Fig. 1) was analysed, consisting of the pure rel-R,R-enantiomer. The bond lengths of the benzocyclobutene fragments are typical for this unit, both four-membered rings are planar, the sums of bond angles are 359.96 and 359.45 resp. The bond angles at the sp 2 -carbons are 93.1 (2) (C9-C16-C11), 93.8 (2) (C10-C11-C16), 94.3 (2) (C8-C3-C2), and 93.2 (2) (C3-C8-C1).
The dihedral angle between the best planes of the cyclobutane units is 58.5 (2) and the central torsion angle of the glycol subunit is 68.2 (3) . In the crystal, the molecules (symmetry transformed by a a twofold screw axis) form strands along the b-axis direction. Hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2, Table 1 ) parallel to the b-axis [O1-H1Á Á ÁO2, 1.92 (4) Å , 170 (3) ] connect molecules with translational symmetry, hydrogen bonds in direction of the c-axis [O2-H2Á Á ÁO1, 1.91 (4) Å , 152.0 (4) ] connect two molecules which are symmetry-related by the screw axis.
Synthesis and crystallization
The reductive coupling of aldehydes or ketones with low-valent titanium (McMurry, 1989 ) is an important route to stilbenes (Meier, 1992) , even to stilbenes with severe data reports geometrical strain (Lenoir, 1989; Dobryakov et al., 2016) . The reaction proceeds via a pinacol intermediate, the geometry of which is decisive for the configuration of the product. The McMurry reaction of benzocyclobutenone ) results in a mixture of E-and Z-di(benzocyclobutylidene) (Schneider et al., 1999) together with a pinacol (40%) of unknown geometry (Oelgemö ller et al., 2002) . H NMR spectroscopy of the crude product mixture showed a 6:4 ratio of the stilbene (ca 1:1 mixture of both isomers) and the diol. A single crystal from the mixture of the diols was 
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . The absolute configuration could not be determined and was arbitrarily set. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Computer programs: X-AREA and X-RED (Stoe & Cie, 1996) , SHELXT2014 (Sheldrick, 2015a) , SHELXL2017 (Sheldrick, 2015b) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) .
Figure 1
Perspective view of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Refinement. Hydroxyl hydrogen atoms were localized in difference fourier maps and freely refined. 
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